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SFTU 

ENDORSEMENTS 
POSITIVE  &  NEGATIVE 


YES:  VENTRESCA,  MEDINA, 
MIGDEN,  WARD,  ACHTENBERG 
SILVER-NO,  NO.  NO 

YES  ON  H  NO  ON  I 
(MORE  BELOW) 


The  Tenants  Union  is  endorsing  five  candidates  for 
the  five  seats  up  for  election  on  Tues.  Nov  6,  to  the 
SF  Board  of  Supervisors:  Roberta  Achtenberg,  Jose 
Medina,  Carole  Migden,  Joel  Ventresca,  and  Doris 
Ward.  At  the  same  time  the  Tenants  Union  is 
recommending  against  voting  for  Bill  Maher,  Carol 
Ruth  Silver  and  James  Lazarus. 

The  Tenants  Union  issued  recommendations  on  five 
SF  city  propositions,  urging  a  Yes  vote  on  Prop  E 
(Nuclear  Free  Zone),  Prop.  H  (Waterfront  Hotel 
Ban  &  Plan),  Prop.  J  (Affordable  Housing  Fund), 
and  Prop.  K  (Domestic  Partners).  The  SFTU  is 
urging  a  No  vote  on  Prop.  I  (Mission  Bay  Exemp¬ 
tion). 

The  SFTU,  confining  its  suggested  votes  to  local 
tenant,  housing,  and  related  issues  and  races  en¬ 
dorsed  only  one  State  proposition:  Prop.  145  Hous¬ 
ing  Bonds. 

Finally,  in  the  race  for  County  Assessor,  the  SFTU  is 
recommending  only:  not  voting  for  Sup.  Wendy 
Nelder. 

SUMMARY  OF  SUPERVISOR  QUESTION¬ 
NAIRE 

The  San  Francisco  Tenants  Union  has  prepared  a 
tabular  summary  [see  page  2]  of  the  results  of  a 
special  questionnaire  sent  to  all  candidates  for 
supervisor  by  the  Tenants  Union  last  month.  Nine 
candidates  responded  to  17  questions  on  tenant, 
housing,  community  development  and  some  other 
pressing  issues  of  concern. 


NUESTRO  BARRIO... 

SI  NO  ACTUAMOS  LA  VAMOS  A 
PERDER 

POR  COMITE  DE  VIVIENDA  SAN  PEDRO 

Es  con  mucha  urgencia  que  nuestro  COMITE  DE 
VIVIENDA  SAN  PEDRO  les  brinda  este  mensaje. 
Por  varios  anos  ya,  la  calidad  de  la  vida  aqui  en 
nuestro  barrio  se  ha  ido  deteriorando.  No  cabe  duda 
de  que  nuestra  gente  esta  pasando  una  vida  umy 
amarga  ya  que  problemas  nos  rodean  por  todos  lados. 

Estos  problemas  caen  en  dos  campos.  Por  una  parte, 
problemas  sociales,  es  decir,  el  alcoholismo,  delincue- 
ncia  de  nuestra  juventud,  problemas  familiares,  etc. 
Por  otro  parte  problemas  economicos.  Es  decir,  el 
desempleo,  trabajos  duros  y  sueldos  bajos,  el  costo  alto 
de  la  vida,  y  las  altas  rentas,  etc. 

Pero  nosotros  creemos  que  en  realidad  son  solo  dos  o 
tres  problemas  que  son  las  raizes  o  causas  de  los 
demas.  El  primero  viene  siendo  el  desempleo  y 
trabajos  con  sueldos  bajos.  Debido  a  estos  surgen 
muchas  de  las  demas  dificultades  que  enfrentamos. 
Por  esta  razon,  oportunidades  se  nos  escapan  -  oportu- 
nidades  para  conseguir  mejor  educacion  para  nuestros 
hijos,  para  estar  en  la  misma  situacion  de  ayer. 

continued  on  pg  4 


VACANCY  CONTROL 

On  the  key  issue  of  vacancy  control  (SF  Rent  Law 
currently  allows  unlimited  rent  increases  on  vacant 
apartments)  endorsed  candidates  Achtenberg, 
Medina,  Migden,  Ventresca  and  Ward  all  favored 
"strong  and  effective  Vacancy  Control"  they  were 
joined  in  this  by  James  Mangia  and  Kevin  Shelley. 
Jeffrey  Chang  "didn’t  know"  and  former  Supervisor 
Carol  Ruth  Silver,  as  a  SF  landlord  has  a  conflict  of 
interest  and  can’t  vote  on  Rent  Law  matters  at  all. 

Of  the  candidates  favoring  vacancy  control  only  Ach¬ 
tenberg  did  not  favor  a  system  of  rent  registration. 
There  was  a  wide  variation,  as  can  be  seen  from  the 
table,  in  the  percentage  rental  increase  to  be  allowed 
under  vacancy  control. 

Currently,  owner  occupied  buildings  of  four  units  or 
less  are  completely  exempted  from  all  rent  and  evic¬ 
tion  protections  in  SF.  Interestingly,  all  candidates 
favored  eliminating  this  loophole  with  the  exception 
of  Achtenberg,  Shelley  (didn’t  know)  and  Silver  (con¬ 
flict). 

NO  ON  MAHER,  SILVER,  LAZARUS  AND  NEL¬ 
DER 

In  addition  to  positive  endorsements  of  five  candi¬ 
dates  the  Tenants  Union  is  issuing  warnings  against 
voting  for  four  candidates.  As  SFTU  Legislative 
Committee  Chair  Michael  Harney  points  out  "Billy 
Maher  has  distinguished  himself  in  carrying  water  for 
the  realtor/landlord/downtown  lobby,  most  particular¬ 
ly  this  year  on  Feb.  12  when  he  joined  with  Wendy 
Nelder  to  kill  a  weak  vacancy  rent  control  measure 
sporisored  by  Sup.  Harry  Britt."  "Silver  is  an  espe- 

continued  on  pg  3 


OUR  COMMUNITY.. ..IF  WE 
DON’T  ACT  WE’RE  GOING 
TO  LOSE  IT 

BY  ST.  PETER’S  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 

We  at  St.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee  have  a  sense 
of  great  urgency  in  raising  these  issues.  For  years 
now,  the  quality  of  life  here  in  The  Mission  has 
been  deteriorating.  There’s  no  doubt  that  our 
people  are  beset  by  problems  on  all  sides. 

Our  problems  can  generally  fall  into  two  categories. 
Social  problems  on  the  one  hand,  like  alcoholism, 
juvenile  delinquency,  family  problems,  etc.  On  the 
other  hand  we  face  economic  problems,  that  is, 
unemployment,  hard  but  underpaid  jobs,  the  high 
cost  of  living,  etc. 

However,  we  feel  that  these  problems  can  be  traced 
to  just  two  or  three  root  causes  from  which  the 
others  grow.  The  first  is  our  high  unemployment 
rate  and  underpaid  jobs.  Many  of  the  difficulties 
we  face  can  be  directly  traced  to  these  facts.  Many 
opportunities  pass  us  by,  for  a  better  education  for 
our  children,  to  enjoy  consumer  goods  that  would 
make  our  life  easier.  As  a  result,  we  have  to  work 
harder  than  ever  just  to  make  ends  meet. 

continued  on  pg  4 


THE  SF  TENANTS  UNION 
OFFERS  LOW-COST  COUN¬ 
SELING  ABOUT  EVICTIONS, 
REPAIRS,  LEASES,  HARASS¬ 
MENT,  AND  MORE.  OPEN 
WEEKDAYS,  EVENINGS  & 
SAT. 

CALL  282-6622 

FOR  TIMES 


Do  you  need  renter’s  insurance? 

BY  MARCIA  STEWART 

When  you  buy  a  house,  you  also  buy  insur¬ 
ance  for  your  new  house  and  its  contents.  But  do 
you  need  insurance  if  you’re  only  renting?  The  truth 
is  that  tenants  face  many  of  the  same  risks  that 
homeowners  do.  You  could  lose  valuable  property 
through  theft  or  fire,  and  you  could  be  sued  if  some¬ 
one  is  injured  on  the  premises  you  rent.  And  if  you 
damage  the  building  itself— say  you  start  a  fire  in  the 
kitchen  and  it  spreads  to  other  apartments— you 
could  be  on  the  hook  for  some  very  big  repair  bills. 

Your  landlord’s  insurance 

With  a  few  exceptions,  you  are  not  protect¬ 
ed  from  damage  or  loss  to  your  belongings  simply 
because  your  landlord  has  insurance.  A  landlord’s 
insurance  policy  typically  covers  damage  to  the  buil¬ 
ding.  You,  not  your  landlord,  would  be  responsible 
for  damage  to  your  belongings,  although  if  your 
landlord  were  negligent  you  might  be  able  to  sue 
him. 

You  are  also  responsible  for  damage  you 
cause  to  the  apartment  building.  If  your  waterbed 
springs  a  leak  and  stains  the  hardwood  floor  and  the 
ceiling  of  the  apartment  below,  the  landlord’s  policy 
would  pay  for  repairing  the  damage,  but  the  insur¬ 
ance  company  would  then  come  after  you  for  reim¬ 
bursement.  If  the  leak  also  ruined  your  downstairs 
neighbor’s  computer,  s/he  could  also  sue  you  for  the 
loss. 

The  landlord’s  insurance  policy  won’t  help 
you  when  it  come  to  personal  liability,  either.  If 
someone  is  injured  on  the  premises  you  rent,  you 
and  the  landlord  could  both  be  sued.  And  if  you  dog 
chews  up  the  neighbor’s  rose  garden,  you’ll  have  to 
pay  for  the  damages  unless  you  have  renter’s  insur¬ 
ance. 

What’s  covered  and  what’s  not 

Renter’s  insurance  covers  two  areas:  dam¬ 
age  to  your  belongings  and  liability  to  others. 

Personal  Property.  Normally,  renter’s 
insurance  protects  you  against  fire,  theft  and  other 
specified  hazards  such  as  certain  kinds  of  falling 
objects,  windstorms,  hail,  crashing  vehicles  or  air¬ 
craft. 

A  typical  renter’s  policy  covers  you  clothing, 
furniture  and  most  other  personal  belongings  for 
their  replacement  value  at  the  time  of  the  loss,  up  to 
a  specified  limit.  Most  companies  offer  policies  with 
a  minimum  of  $15,000  to  $25,000  of  coverage. 

continued  on  pg  4 


Starting  with  this  issue,  THE  TENANT  TIMES,  in  co-operation  with  our  sister  tenant  organi¬ 
zation,  St.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee,  will  be  presenting  a  series  of  bilingual  articles, 
features,  and  special  issues,  focusing  on  the  work  and  concerns  of  St.  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee  in  their  work  in  the  Latino  Mission  Community. 
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Winter,  1990 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

TENANTS 

UNION 

SUMMARY:  1990  SUPERVISOR  CANDIDATE  QUESTIONNAIRE 

PART  I:  TENANT  &  HOUSING  QUESTIONS 

ROBERTA 

JEFFREY 

JAMES 

JOSE 

CAROLE 

KEVIN 

CAROL  RUTH 

JOEL 

DORIS 

<**-SEE  NOTES  BEL0W>  [1G/29/90]] 

ACHTENBERG 

CHANG 

MANGIA 

MEDINA 

MIGDEN 

SHELLEY 

SILVER 

VENTRESCA 

WARD 

[RECEIVED  SFTU  ENDORSEMENT] 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO  NO  NO 

YES 

YES  j 

ARE  YOU  A  TENANT,  LANDLORD,  OR 

HOMEOWNER:  SF 

HOMEOWNER: 

TENANT :SF 

HOMEOWNER: 

CONDO-OWNER 

TENANT: SF 

LANDLORD: 

TENANT:  SF 

TENANT : SF 

HOMEOWNER  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO?  ANY  OTHER 

PART  LANDLORD 

SF* 

NO  OTHER 

SF  NO  OTHER 

SF  NO  OTHER 

NO  OTHER 

SF  CONFLICT 

NO  OTHER 

OWNER  HOUSE 

INTEREST  IN  RESIDENTIAL  PROPERTY? 

OUTSIDE  SF* 

INTERESTS 

INTERESTS 

INTERESTS 

INTERESTS 

OF  INTEREST 

INTERESTS 

INDIANA** 

1 A .  VOTE  FOR  STRONG/EFFECTIVE  VACANCY 

YES 

DON'T  KNOW 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

[NO]  <C0N- 

YES 

"YES  -  I  \ 

CONTROL  (VC)? 

FLICT>** 

HAVE" 

IB.  FAVOR  RENT  REGISTRATION  FOR  VC? 

NO** 

NO  RESPONSE 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

[NO]  <C0N- 

YES 

YES** 

FlICT>** 

1C.  RFNT  INCREASES  0N  VACANCY  UNDER 

10%  OR  2%/YR 

7/. 

0% 

4% 

10%  OR  20% 

10% 

[NO]  <C0N- 

0*4,4%,  7)., 

USE  c ROM- 

VC?  0%,  4%,  7%.  10%  OR  ? 

TO  A  MAX  20% 

FLICT>** 

10% 

ULA*» 

2 . PEPEAL  RENT  CONTROL  EXEMPTION  OF 

NO** 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

DON'T  KNOW 

[NO]  <C0N- 

YES 

YES 

OWNER  OCCUPIED  BlDGS  A  UNITS  OR  LESS? 

FLICT>** 

3. LIMIT  "BACK-DOOR  CONDO  CONVERSIONS? 

YES** 

YES 

YES** 

YES 

YES 

YES 

[NO]  <C0N- 

YES 

YES, BUT 

F  LICT>** 

4. PROTECT  TENANT  RIGHTS  IN  SEISMIC 

YES 

DON'T  KNOW 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES** 

RETROFIT7 

5. SATISFIED  WITH  AGNOS  HOMELESSNESS 

YES,  BUT** 

NO, BUT  NO 

NO** 

NO** 

YES?,  BUT** 

NO, BUT** 

NO** 

NO** 

?** 

PROGRAM?  IF  NOT  WHY  NOT? 

REASON 

6A. SUPPORT  PROP  I  MISSION  BAY  EXEMPT? 

YES, BUT** 

NO 

NO 

NO  RESPONSE 

YES 

YES 

STUDYING  IT 

NO 

YES 

6B.  AGNOS  MISSION  BAY  AFFORDABLE 

NO, BUT** 

NO 

NO 

NO** 

NO 

NO 

PROBABLY  NO 

NO 

NOT  YET** 

HOUSING  PLAN:  GOOD  ENOUGH? 

7. RELOCATION  PAYMENTS  FOR  NON- 

NO,  B'JT** 

YCS 

YES 

YES 

DON'T  KNOW 

YES 

[NO]  CCON- 

YES 

YES, BUT** 

TENANTS-FAIJLT  EVICTIONS-UP  TO  $5000  ? 

** 

FLICT>** 

8. SHOULD  EXISTING  "IN-LAW"  UNITS  BE 

POSSIBLY** 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES, BUT** 

yps** 

YES 

?x* 

LEGALIZED  &  PUT  UNDER  THE  RENT  LAW? 

9. STRONG  LEGISLATION  TO  PROTECT 

YES 

DON'T  KNOW 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

RESIDENTIAL  HOTE'.S? 

10.  STRENGTHEN  EVICTION  PROTECTIONS? 

YES 

UNCLEAR 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

[NO]  ** 

YES 

YES 

11.  SUPPORT  "ASSISTED  HOUSING  PRESER- 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

VATION  ORDINANCE'  FOR  HUD  BLDGS? 

12A.  PROPERTY  TRANSFER  TAX  INCREASE 

YES 

NO 

NO  RESPONSE 

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO,  BJT** 

FOR  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING? 

12B.  SUPPORT  PROP  J  HOUSING  FUND? 

YES 

NO  RESPONSE 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 

YES 

12C  POSSIBLE  GROSS  RENTAL  RECEIPTS 

DON'T  KNOW** 

NO 

NO  RESPONSE 

YES 

NO  RESPONSE 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES,BL7*y 

TAX  FOR  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING? 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

TENANTS 

UNION 

1990  £ 

5UPERVISO 

R  QUESTIO 

NNAIRE 

PART  II:  OTHER  ISSUES  [10/19/90] 

ROBERTA 

JEFFREY 

JAMES 

JOSE 

CAROLE 

KEVIN 

CAROL  RUTH 

JOEL 

DORIS 

ACHTENBERG 

CHANG 

MANGIA 

MEDINA 

MIGDEN 

SHELLEY 

SILVER 

VENTRESCA 

WARD 

13.  DO  YOU  SUPPORT:  PROP  K  DOMESTIC 

PAR  TNERS? 

K-YES 

K  NO 

K  YES 

K  YES 

K  YES 

K  YES 

K  YES 

K  YES 

13A.  PROP  D  ARBITRATION  FIRE/POLICE? 

D  YES 

D  YES 

D  YES 

D  NO  REPLY 

D  YES 

D  YES 

D  YES 

D  YES 

D  NO  REPLY 

13B.  PROP  E  NUCLEAR  FREE  ZONE  IN  SF? 

E  NO 

E  YES 

E  YES 

E  NO 

E  YES 

E  NO 

E  NO 

E  YES 

13C.  PROP  H  WATERFRONT  HOTEL  BAN, ETC? 

H  YES 

H  NO 

H  YES 

H  YES 

H  YES 

H  YES 

H  PROBABLY 

H  YES 

H  NO  POSITN 

13D.  PROP  128  "BIG  GREEN"? 

128  YES 

128  YES 

128  YES 

128  YES 

128  YES 

128  YES 

128  YES 

128  YES 

128  YES 

13E.  PROP  134  "NICKEL-A-DRINK"? 

134  YES 

134N0  REPLY 

134  YES 

134  YES 

134  YES 

134  YES 

134  YES 

134  YES 

134  YES 

13F.  PROP  136  TAX  LIMITATIONS,  ETC? 

136  NO 

136N0  REPLY 

136  NO 

136N0  REPLY 

136  NO 

136  NO 

136/137— 

136  NO 

13H.  PROP  137  INITIATIVE/REFERENDUM? 

137  NO 

137N0  REPLY 

137  NO 

137NC  REPLY 

137  NO 

137  NO 

DON'T  KNOW 

137  YES 

137  NO 

14.  ABORTION  RIGHTS:  DO  YOU  BELIEVE 

YESXYES 

YESXYES 

YESXYES 

YES\N0 

YESXYES 

YESVYES 

YESXYES 

YES\YES 

IN  THE  RIGHT  TO  CHOOSE  AS  A  BASIC 

REPLY 

RIGHT?  /STATE-LOCAL  ABORTION  FUNDING? 

15.  FAVOR  RETURN  TO  DISTRICT 

YES,  WITH 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

ELECTIONS  IN  SF? 

REFORMS. . . 

16.  DO  YOU  FAVOR  INCREASED  SF  TAXES 

STUDY  ALL 

NO 

YES: PB, H, F, 

YES 

YES: P, BGR, T 

YES:  PK, T 

YES: 

YES-  T  G  PK 

TO  PAY  FOR  BASIC  SERVICES?  WHICH 

POSSIBILITIES 

BC 

BRF 

TAXES?  (SEE  NOTE  BELOW  FOR  LIST) 

P, F,PK,H/E,,S 

M, 1 K, L, r ,r , 

oALL o  T  AX . 

PB,P1,RGR 

OTHERS  AS 

NECESSARY 

17.  WHAT  IS  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  ISSUE 
NOW  FACING  SF? 


1.  HOUSING 

2.  TRANSPORT. 

3.  HEALTH 
+  7  OTHERS 


NO  RESPONSE 


1.  HOUSING 

2.  NEED  FOR 
NEW 

INDEPENENTS 
IN  GOVERMT 


1 .  CUT  BACKS 

2.  POOR  PLAN 
LACK  MINOR 
ITY  REPRES. 
IN  GOVERMT 


1.  CUT 
BACKS  IN 
BUDGET 
CRISIS 


1.  FISCAL 
MANAGEMNT 

2.  HOMELESS 


DISPLACE¬ 
MENT  OF  LOW 
&  MOD  INC. 
BY  HOUSING 
COSTS 


1.  CUT 
BACKS 

2. 

AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING 


NOTES:  TAXES:  PAYROLL=P; PROPERTY  TRANS FER=T; BUSINESS  GROSS  RECEIPT=BGR;  RENTAL  GROSS  RECEIPTS=RGR;  PARKING=PK;  BUSINESS  REGISTRATION  FEE=BRF •  LOCA'  GAS=G •  AHTO=A - 

BUS1NESS=PG''  PROGRESSIVE  INCOHE=PI;  DEVELOPMENT  FEE-TRANSIT=TR;  BIG  CORPORATIONS;  HOTEL=H;  ENTERTAINMENT  SURCHARGE=E;  SALES=S;  MJNICIP/L  SERVICE 


CHARGE  ONLAND  PARCELS=ML 


**NOTES:  QUESTIONNAIRE  WAS  SENT  TO  ALL  CANDIDATES  FOR  SUPERVISOR  SEPT.  10,  1990.  ALL  REPLIES  RECEIVED  TO  DATE  ARE  SUMMARIZED  ABOVE.  THERE  ARE  FIVE  SEATS  UP  FOR  ELECTION 
NOV.  6,  1990.  THE  SFTU  HAS  ENDORSED  ACHTENBERG,  MEDINA,  MIGDEN,  VENTRESCA,  AND  WARD  [INCUMBENT],  THE  SFTU  RECOMMENDS  NOJ  VOTING  FOR  SILVER,  MAHER,  AND  LAZARUS. 

**NOTES: R.  ACHTENBERG | RESIDENTIAL  PROPERTY  INTERESTS;  "Two  properties  owned  with  other  family  members  and  located  outside  of  San  Francisco  "•  IB  RENTAL  REGISTRATION  TO 
ENFORCE  VC?"  "A  rental  registry  would  be  very  costly  in  city  the  size  of  SF... .State  law  requires  that  any  locality  which  has  a  registration  system  must  establish  the  base 
rent  of  each  unit  within  one  year.  The  registration  fee  even  in  a  small  community  such  as  Santa  Monica... has  been  quite  high  in  order  to  fund  the  staff  and  computer  system 
to  make  the  system  workable.  We  certainly  need  adequate  mechanisms  to  establish  base  rents  in  order  to  enforce  vacancy  control... I  would  like  to  explore  less  costlv 
alternatives.  REPEAL  EXEMPTION — OF  OWNER  OCCUPIED  BUILDINGS  OF  A  UNITS  OR  LESS  FROM  RENT  CONTROL?  "...When  rent  control  was  first  enacted  there  were  many  abuses  of  this 
provision.  As  a  result,  additional  provisions  were  enacted  to  tighten  up.... I  do  not  <now>  favor  repeal  of  the  4-unit  owner-occupant  exemption  inasmuch  as  the  purpose  of 
the  exemption  was  to  accommodate  small  landlords  who  lived  under  the  same  roof  as  their  tenants.  I  believe  this  is  a  reasonable  provision  in  the  existina  scheme  "  5 

HQflELESSNESS.  ARE  YOU  SATISFIED  WITH  JHE  AGNOS _ ADMINISTRATION'S  HOMELESS  PROGRAM?  "The  program  has  some  shortcomings  but  it  is  a  step  in  the  riqht  direction  "  6A  DO  YOU 

SUPPORT  THE  MISSION  BAY  PROPOSITION  (I)?  "Yes.  Problems  remain,however,  that  must  be  dealt  with  during  the  final  negotiations  concerning  the  language  of  the  Development 
Agreement. .. .there  are  not  enough  low  income  units  to  accommodate  the  number  of  low-paying  jobs  that  will  be  created...."  6A  AGNOS  MISSION  BAY  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING  PROVISIONS 

GOOD  ENOUGH?  No,  but  it  is  as  much  as  reasonably  can  be  expected,  given  all  the  other  negotiations - "  7.  ADDITIONAL  RELOCATION  PAYMENTS?  " . . .  relnr.at  inn  nav..nt.  - 

perhaps  be  provided  where  the  eviction  is  due  to  owner-move  in.  Payments  up  to  $5000  may  be  too  high.  <currently  payments  are  up  to  $1000>."  SECONDARY  UNITS"  "  r  unnlrt 
favor  a  plan  that  whether  a  unit  was  covered  by  rent  control  would  be  determined  by  the  cost  and  extent  of  corrections  required  to  brinq  it  up  to  code  "  12C  gross  rfntsi 
RECEIPTS  TAX  FOR  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING?  "Don't  know.  I  am  will  inn  to  investigate  this  a  p  to  cooe.  _I8L.  bKOSS  RENTAL 

possibility  along  with  a  variety  of  other  local  revenue  possibilities _ " 


JEFFREY  CHANG |  RESIDENTIAL  PROPERTY  INTERESTS:  Not  clear  whether  he  owns  property  outside  SF. 


JAMES  MANGIA | 

"First  of  all 
There  should 


I  3,  "BACK. DOOR  CONDO  CONVERSIONS"  "Note:  I  support  60%  ownership  interest!"  <Rather  than  the  25%  ownership  proposed,  currently  10%>. 

I  there  is  no  permanent  housing  plan.  Secondly,  Agnos  is  not  committed  enough...  to  low  and  moderate  income  housing. .. .180  beds  for  4 
be  a  moratorium  on  luxury  housing  construction."  ' 


AGNOS  HOMELESSNESS  PLAN: 

000  homeless  is  an  insult. 


JOSE  MEDINA |  AGNOS  HOMELESSNESS  PLAN:  "More  attention  should  be  given  to  the  needs  of  homeless  women  with  children." 
adequate. " 


6B  AGNOS  MISSION  BAY  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING  PLAN?  "Barely 


CAROLE  MIGDENj  PROPERTY  INTERESTS:  Condo  on  Hayes  St.  5 .AGNOS  HOMELESSNESS  PLAN  The  program  should  be  given  chance  to  work.  I  believe  in  the  multi-service  centers  and 
...transitional  housing  options. ...  increase  stock  of  affordable  housing."  7,  INCREASED  RELOCATION  PAYMENTS:  "  This  should  be  negotiable  through  the  Rent  Board  I  would  like 

to.  work  out  a  policy  that  is  fair  to  both  landlords  &  tenants"  L..AGN0S  HOMELESS  PLAN:  "No.  No  one,  including  the  Mayor  is  satisfied _ I  believe  that  Agnos  is  making 

a  good  faith  effort. ..but  additional  cooperation  from. . .federal  and  state. . .private  sectors  is  required.  ...lack  of  adequate  shelters  for  women  and  especially  women  with  9 
under'he  Re^S^as  «y'*  ^rSrE  nel9hbo^. .. [should]  forge  a  ronsensus  on  what  works  for  them.  Any  newly  legalized  "in-law"  units  should  be  brought 
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ENDORSEMENTS 

Continued  front  pg  1 


daily  dangerous  candidate"  Harney  emphasizes, 
"because  many  remember  her  as  a  pro-tenant  supe— 
but  no  more-since  she  became  a  SF  landlord  and 
cannot  vote  on  any  rent  law  related  matters."  Since 
under  the  SF  City  Charter  six  votes  are  needed  to 
pass  legislation  before  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
Silver’s  conflict  amounts  in  practice  to  a  "NO”  vote. 
James  Lazarus,  former  deputy  mayor  under  Feinstein 
is  seen  by  the  SFTU  as  "a  well  financed  non-incum¬ 
bent  point-man  for  Chamber/Realtor/Developer 
interests." 


THE  SF  TENANTS  UNION  RECOMMENDS 

GENERAL  ELECTION  TUESDAY  NOV.  6, 
1990 

SF  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS 
ROBERTA  ACHTENBERG...YES 
JOSE  MEDINA.. .YES 
CAROLE  MIGDEN...YES 
JOEL  VENTRESCA...YES 
DORIS  WARD. ..YES 


CITY  PROPOSITIONS 

Proposition  E  --  Nuclear  Free  Zone  --  Yes 

The  sense  of  the  SFTU  was  that  this  contributes 
significantly  to  the  quality/SAFETY  of  tenants’  lives 
and  neighborhoods.  Among  other  things  Prop  E 
would  ban:  the  production  of  nuclear  weapons;  nu¬ 
clear  reactors;  food  irradiation  plants;  stor¬ 
age/processing/transportation  of  highly  hazardous 
radioactive  materials. 

Position  on  Prop  E  by  Supervisor  Candidates:  Yes: 
Chang,  Mangia,  Migden,  and  Ventresca.  No:  Acht- 
enberg,  Medina,  Shelley,  Silver,  and  Ward. 

Proposition  H  --  Waterfront  Hotel  Ban  & 

Plan  --  Yes  This  issue,  too,  affects  the  quality  of 
tenants  lives  &  involves  questions  such  as  tenants  vs. 
tourists,  developers  vs.  residents,  etc.  Prop.H  re¬ 
quires  the  Port  to  develop  a  Waterfront  Land  Use 
Plan  for  any  new  use  on  the  Waterfront,  with  3  cate¬ 
gories:  Maritime  Land  Uses  such  as  cargo  handling 
and  fish  processing  plants;  Acceptable  non-maritime 
Land  Uses:  parks  and  wildlife;  Non-acceptable  Uses: 
Hotels. 

Position  on  Prop  H  by  Supervisor  Candidates:  Yes: 
Achtenberg,  Mangia,  Medina,  Migden,  Shelley,  and 
Ventresca.  No:  Chang. 


Proposition  I  --  Mission  Bay  Development 
Exemption  --  No  This  would  exempt  the  giant 
proposed  Mission  Bay  development  project  south  of 
Market  from  (Prop  M-1986)  planned  growth  con¬ 
trols.  Mission  Bay  is  beset  with  problems,  notably, 
that  its  provisions  for  affordable  housing  are  minimal 
and  questionable. 

The  housing  proposed  for  Mission  Bay  would  shelter 
not  much  more  than  half  the  people  who  would  work 
in  the  4.8  million  square  feet  of  office  space  project¬ 
ed  for  the  old  railroad  yard  site.  This  means  pres¬ 
sure  on  existing  housing  and  rents  will  go  up  as  a 
result. 

Position  on  Prop  I  by  Supervisor  Candidates:  Yes: 
Achtenberg,  Migden,  Shelley,  and  Ward.  No:  Chang, 
Mangia,  and  Ventresca. 


Proposition  J  --  Affordable  Housing  Fund  -- 

Yes  This  would  commit  the  city  to  appropriate  at 
least  $15  million  each  year  to  the  Housing  Afford¬ 
ability  Fund  to  finance  housing. 

Position  of  Supervisor  Candidates:  Yes:  Achtenberg, 
Mangia,  Medina,  Migden,  Shelley,  Ventresca  and 
Ward. 

Proposition  K  --Domestic  Partners-- Yes  Many 
tenants  in  SF  live  in  non-traditional  partnerships  and 
households.  This  measure  would  be  an  important 
symbol  and  vital  step  towards  dignity  and  respect. 
Position  of  Supervisor  Candidates:  Yes:  Achtenberg, 
Mangia,  Medina,  Migden,  Shelley,  Silver,  Ventresca, 
and  Ward. 

STATE  PROPOSITION:  PROP  145 
Prop  145:  The  California  Housing  and  Ho¬ 
meless  Bond  Act  of  1990--Yes  By  endorsing  this 
the  SFTU  for  the  first  time  formally  agrees  with  the 
a  position  of  the  California  Association  of  Realtors! 
The  realtors  along  with  homeless  and  affordable 


SF  LOCAL  PROPOSITIONS 

YES  -PROP  E  NUCLEAR  FREE  ZONE 

YES  -PROP  H  WATERFRONT  HOTEL  BAN  &  PLAN 

NO-PROP  I  MISSION  BAY  EXEMPTION 

YES-  PROP  J  HOUSING  AFFORDABILITY  FUND 

YES-  PROP  K  DOME§TIC  PARTNERS 

STATE  PROPOSITIONS 

YES  -PROP  145  HOUSING  &  HOMELESS  BONDS 


“Voter  apathy  seems  to  oat  worse  each  year, 
doesn't  It,  Charlie?” 


housing  advocates  support  this  $325  Million  Bond 
issue  which  includes  money  for  preservation  of  af¬ 
fordable  housing  with  expiring  subsidies;  seismic 
safety  retrofit;  mortgage  money  for  low  income  hous¬ 
ing,  shelters/transitional  housing  for  the  homeless, 
and  other  programs. 

PROCEDURES  AND  OTHER  ISSUES/RACES 
The  endorsements  of  the  SFTU  were  made  by  the 
Steering  Committee  of  the  SFTU  on  those  issues 
and  races  which  were  seen  as  closely  related  to  the 
concerns  of  SFTU  and  where  there  was  absolute  (or 
a  high  degree)  of  consensus.  Unlike  some  slatecard 
and  organizational  endorsements,  the  SFTU  en¬ 
dorsement  is  not  conditioned  in  any  way  whatsoever 
on  Financial  contributions  of  candidates  or  commit¬ 
tees. 


THE  SF  TENANTS 
UNION  RECOMMENDS 
NOT  VOTING  FOR: 

SF  BOARD  OF 
SUPERVISORS 
BILL  MAHER.. .NO 
CAROL  RUTH 
SILVER.. .NO 
JAMES  LAZARUS... NO 

COUNTY  ASSESSOR 
WENDY  N ELDER.. .NO 


enter  THE  Design  the 
Handbook 
Cover  CONTEST!! 
WIN  VALUABLE  PRIZES! 


The  Tenants  Union  is  redesigning,  rewriting,  and 
improving  the  Tenants  Riehts  HANDBOOK  for  our 
members.  This  new  20th  ANNIVERSARY  EDI¬ 
TION  will  include  more  and  better  information, 
plus,  it’s  going  to  look  a  lot  better. 

We  are  sponsoring  a  DESIGN  THE  COVER 
CONTEST  and  inviting  submissions  from  every- 


This  is  your  chance  to  show  off  your  graphic  arts 
skills  for  the  whole  city  and  win  a  free  niember- 
(worth  $30)  in  the  Tenants  Union  for  yourself  and 
one  free  membership  (worth  $30)  for  a  friend. 
Membership  entitles  you  to  a  year’s  worth  of  free 
counseling  (by  phone  or  in  person),  plus  a  copy  of 
the  handbook  and  a  subscription  to  the  Tenant 
Times. 

The  two  runner-ups  in  the  contest  will  receive  a 
free  year  membership/renewal  or  gift  membership. 
Your  artwork  will  be  featured  on  the  cover  and 
you  will  receive  full  credit.  Please  send  your  sub¬ 
missions  to:  Handbook  Committee,  SFTU,  558 
Capp  St.,  SF,  CA.  All  submissions  become  the 
property  of  the  San  Francisco  Tenants  Union.  The 
SFTU  Handbook  Committee  will  make  the  selec¬ 
tions. 

The  cover  will  be  8.5  X  11  black  &  white  and  must 
include  the  following  text:  "SAN  FRANCISCO 
TENANTS  UNION"  "TENANT  RIGHTS  HAND¬ 
BOOK"  "20TH  ANNIVERSARY  EDITION"  For 
more  information  contact  Business  Manager  SFTU 
message  at  282-6622. 


THE  DEADLINE  FOR  ENTRIES  IS  DECEM¬ 

BER  L  1990 


THE  TENANT  TIMES 

WINTER  1990 

THIS  ISSUE:  MICHAEL  HARNEY ,  TED 
GULLICKSEN,  BRIAN  DOOHAN,  MI¬ 
CHAEL  CANRIGHT ,  TONY  HERRERA, 
MYRNA,  ST.  PETER'S  HOUSING  COM¬ 
MITTEE,  NOLO  PRESS,  BILL  SPARKS. 
PRINTED  AT  HOWARD  QUINN,  A  UN¬ 
ION  SHOP  TYPESETTING  LABOR  DO¬ 
NATED 

®  1990  SAN  FRANCISCO  TENANTS 
UNION  558  CAPP,  SF  94110  (415) 
282-6622 

LETTERS,  COMMENTS  &  CONTRIBU¬ 
TIONS  WELCOME 


BECOME  A  SFTU  MEMBER 
&  GET: 

TENANTS  RIGHTS  HAND¬ 
BOOK 

PHONE  COUNSELING 
THE  TENANT  TIMES 
CALL  282-6622  FOR 

INFORMATION 


CAROL  RUTH  SILVER[  RESIDENTIAL  PROPERTY  INTERESTS,  1A,  VACANCY  CONTROL.  ALSO  1B..1C..2..3  10.:  "Note,  I  have  a  conflict  of  interest  on  Rent  Control  matters  &  therefore  have 
not  answered  these  questions."  [Not  voting  on  the  SF  Board  of  Supes  is  the  same  effectively  as  voting  "no"}.  8.  SECONDARY  UNITS:  "I  fought  for  this  for  years  but  the  West 
of  Twin  Peaks  neighborhoods. . .beat  it - it  is  time  to  seek  this  again  with  a  coalition  of  disabled  &  elderly." 

JOEL  VENTRESCA|  5.  AGNOS  HOMELESSNESS  PLAN:  "The  city  needs  to  implement  a  comprehensive,  workable,  and  low-cost  program  for  the  homeless."  8.  SECONDARY  UNITS  LEGALIZED- • 
"In  certain  circumstances."  " 


DORIS  WARD |  INTEREST  ANYWHERE  IN  RESIDENTIAL  PROPERTY?  "Yes,  a  home  in  Gary,  Indiana."  1c.  AMOUNT  OF  RENT  INCREASES  TO  BE  ALLOWED  UNDER  VC?  "...the  formula  should  be 

determined  by  several  criteria,  including  the  number  of  years  a  unit  has  been  occupied _ "  2.  OWNER  OCCUPANT  EXEMPTION:  "  "I  believe  that  all  tenants  should  have 

protection  from  unfair  eviction  as  well  as  unfair  rent  increases.  The  reality  of  passing  such  extension,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  qreat."  3.  "BACK  DOOR  CONDO  CONVERSIONS" 

"This  issue  will  be  before  my  Committee. ..  I  support  higher  percentage  and  will  work  with  your  nr„,,p  and  others  _ "  5.  AGNOS  HOMELESSNESS  PLAN:  "...Qood  efforts  to  Imp.-.-v..- 

conditions  for  the  homeless  have  been  made... but  I  will  not  be  satisfied  until  we  provide  long-term  housing  and  health  care . Homelessness  is  caused  because  we  do  not  have 

ample  housing  for  those  who  need  it,  but  people  become  homeless  because  they  are  vulnerable  to  a  number  of  societal  problems..."  6A.  MISSION  BAY  PROP.  I  "I  voted  to  put  it 

on  the  ballot."  6B  MISSION  BAY  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING:  "...negotiations  are  continuing - 1  will  work  to  see  the  best  possible  housing  component,  and  jobs  (with  affirmative 

action  components) ...  in  the  final  plan."  8.  SECONDARY  UNITS;  "Currently,  such  units,  if  they  are  rentals  and  if  they  fit  the  criteria  set  out  in  the  rent  control  ordinance 
are  protected."  12A.  TRANSFER  TAX  INCREASE  FOR  HOUSING:  "Not  at  the  present  time."  12C.  POSSIBLE  GROSS  RENTAL  RECEIPTS  TAX  FOR  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING:  "...I  opposed,  last  ' 

year's  Prop.  Q  which  was  an  end  run  around  vacancy  control - 1  would  consider  a  proposal  which  protected  tenants  completely." 
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DO  YOU  NEED  RENTER’S  INSURANCE? 

Continued  from  pg  1 


All  policies  protect  you  from  loss  or  damage 
at  your  home,  and  many  also  provide  limited  protec¬ 
tion— 10  percent  of  your  total  policy  limit  is  common— 
for  belongings  stolen  from  other  locations.  So  if  your 
favorite  coat  is  stolen  while  you’re  vacationing  in 
Europe,  and  you  have  a  $25,000  policy,  it  will  be 
covered  up  to  $2,500. 

The  deductible,  which  is  the  amount  of  each 
loss  you  must  pay  before  the  insurance  company 
reimburses  you,  is  typically  $250.  For  example,  if  you 
suller  $600  worth  of  damage,  your  insurance  company 
would  reimburse  you  for  $350  of  the  loss,  if  it  was 
covered  by  your  policy. 

Policies  usually  limit  coverage  for  cash, 
jewelry,  silver,  home  business  equipment  and  other 
specific  valuables.  Common  limits  are  $200  for  money 
or  coins,  $1,000  for  jewelry  and  furs, and  $3,000  for 
home  computers  and  equipment. 

Many  policies  don’t  cover  loss  or  damage  to 
specific  items  such  as  an  animal,  business  data  or  an 
automobile.  They  also  exclude  damage  from  earth¬ 
quakes,  flood,  and  nuclear  incidents  (see  how  confident 
business  is  about  nukes?-ed.) 

If  you  have  to  move  out  of  your  home,  a 
renter’s  policy  will  pay  for  extra  living  expenses— staying 
in  a  hotel,  eating  at  restaurants— you  incur.  Policies 
typically  limit  the  length  and  cost  of  the  hotel  stay  and 
the  conditions  under  which  additional  living  expenses 
are  paid.  If  you  have  to  move  out  of  your  apartment 
temporarily  because  of  something  your  policy  doesn’t 
cover,  such  as  earthquake  damage,  your  insurance  will 
not  pay  for  your  expenses. 

Personal  Liability.  Renter’s  insurance 
protects  you  from  liability  or  damage  or  bodily  injuries 
caused  by  you,  a  member  of  your  family,  or  even  a  pet, 
whether  at  home  or  away  from  home.  Most  people  buy 
$100,000  of  liability  coverage,  although  $300,000 
policies  are  becoming  common. 

Generally,  liability  insurance  covers  any 
situation  in  which  you  find  yourself  legally  liable  to 
someone  else  because  of  your  carelessness.  So,  for 
example,  it  would  protect  you  if  you  were  sued  by  a 

OUR  COMMUNITY... 

Continued  from  pg  1 

(Since  our  economic  plight  is  a  national  problem 
affecting  Latinos  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  it  will 
take  a  nationwide  effort  on  the  part  of  Latinos 
everywhere  to  find  some  solutions  to  it.  This  being 
the  case,  its  beyond  the  scope  of  our  discussion 
here.) 

The  second  major  problem  we  face  here  in  SF  is 
the  high  cost  and  poor  quality  of  housing.  It’s  a 
fact  that  75%  of  our  income  goes  to  pay  rent. 
Apart  from  the  fact  that  its  becoming  nearly  impos¬ 
sible  to  continue  to  pay  out  these  exorbitant  rents, 
a  large  part  of  us  must  live  in  what  has  to  be  called 
"sub  human"  conditions.  Broken  windows,  leaking 
roofs,  torn  and  dirty  carpets,  broken  heating  systems 
and  the  list  goes  on.  And  why? 

The  reason  is  fairly  simple.  As  long  as  speculation 
in  the  housing  market  is  allowed,  the  price  of  rents 
will  continue  to  climb  until  it  will  be  impossible  for 
us  to  continue  to  live  here  in  San  Francisco.  An 
investor  buys  as  cheap  as  possible  today  in  order  to 
sell  at  the  highest  price  the  market  will  bear  tomor- 

NUESTRO  BARRIO... 

Continued  from  pg  1 

(Debido  a  que  este  es  un  problema  de  escala  nacio- 
nal,  que  afecta  a  los  latinos  en  todas  partes  del  pais,  va 
a  requerir  un  esfuerzo  nacional  de  parte  de  nosotros 
aqui  unidos  con  nuestra  gente  en  otras  ciudades  para 
encontrar  respuestas.  Siendo  asi,  esto  esta  afuera  de 
la  discusion  de  hoy.) 

El  segundo  viene  siendo  el  costo  tan  alto  y  la  calidad 
inferior  de  la  vivienda.  Esta  comprobado  que  casi  el 
75%  de  nuestros  ingresos  van  para  pagar  renta. 
Aparte  de  que  ya  se  nos  esta  haciendo  imposible  seguir 
pagando  estas  cantidades  tan  exorbitantes,  una  gran 
parte  de  nosotros  vivimos  en  lo  que  se  puede  conside- 
rar  condiciones  sub-humanas.  Ventanas  rotas,  goteras 
de  agua,  ratas,  alfombras  desgastadas,  calefaccion 
inoperable  y  la  lista  sigue. 

Tambien  vemos  mas  a  menudo  situaciones  en  las 
cuales  dos,  tres  o  mas  familias  se  ven  forzadas  a  vivir 
en  un  solo  apartamento  pequeno  porque  no  pueden 
pagar  las  rentas  tan  altas.  Y  porque?  Por  la  especula- 
cion  irresponsable  de  la  vivienda. 


mail  carrier  injured  by  slipping  on  your  front  door  mat 
or  someone  hurt  by  a  guest  who  drank  too  much  at 
your  house  and  had  an  accident  on  the  way  home. 

A  typical  policy  limits  coverage  to  $500  per 
occurrence  for  damage  to  property  of  others  (replace¬ 
ment  of  the  neighbor’s  rose  garden  dug  up  by  your 
dog,  for  example)  and  $1,000  per  person  for  medical 
bills  for  injuries  sustained  at  your  home. 

Liability  coverage  includes  the  legal  cost  of 
defending  you  (and  other  family  members  living  in  the 
house)  if  you  are  sued  by  someone  injured  on  your 
premises  or  because  of  your  actions. 

There  are  several  common  exclusions: 

•  damaged  caused  in  your  automobile  (it’s 
covered  by  your  car  insurance; 

•  claims  that  arise  from  a  home  business; 

•  injuries  caused  by  dogs  known  to  bite;  and, 

•  claims  from  someone  who  caught  a  commu¬ 
nicable  disease  from  you  (companies  added  this 
exclusion  after  having  to  pay  claims  from  people  who 
contracted  herpes  from  policyholders). 

Choosing  a  policy 

If  you  decide  to  get  renter’s  insurance,  first 
total  the  value  of  your  property  and  decide  how  much 
coverage  you  want.  Take  an  inventory  of  your  belong¬ 
ings— furniture,  video,  stereo  and  computer  equipment, 
clothing,  art,  sporting  goods,  books,  jewelry.  Include 
the  estimated  value  of  each  item,  backed  up  with  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  model  number  and  date  of  purchase, 
plus  receipts,  if  available.  This  is  a  good  time  to  take 
pictures  or  videotapes  of  your  possessions.  Your  claims 
will  be  handled  faster  and  more  efficiently  if  you  have 
an  inventory  and  photographic  proof  of  your  belong¬ 
ings. 

Make  sure  that  everything  important  to  you  is 
covered  adequately.  If  you  have  expensive  jewelry, 
computer  equipment,  musical  instruments  or  art,  you 
might  want  to  buy  a  "floater"  or  endorsement  to  cover 
them.  With  a  floater,  there  is  no  deductible  and  the 
item  would  be  fully  covered  if  damaged  at  home  or 
away  from  home. 

The  cost  of  a  floater  is  usually  quite  reason- 


row.  Clearly  the  people  who  stand  the  gain  from 
this  situation  represents  a  tiny  minority  (banking, 
real  estate  interests  and  speculators)  who  get  richer 
at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  community  in  the 
form  of  sky-rocketing  property  values  and  ever 
increasing  rents. 

As  a  result  it  is  common  nowadays  to  see  two  or 
three  families  living  bunched  up  in  single  family 
dwellings.  The  days  of  a  Latino  community  are 
numbered  unless  we  can  mobilize  ourselves  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  situation.  How? 

First:  We  must  exercise  our  rights.  Speculators  and 
the  real  estate  interests  count  on  a  passive  commu¬ 
nity.  Their  plans  depend  on  people  who  will  let 
themselves  be  stepped  on.  We  have  to  fight  them 
at  every  turn.  Fight  when  they  try  and  raise  our 
rents,  when  they  refuse  to  make  repairs,  when  they 
abuse  us,  when  they  want  to  move  us  out  so  they 
can  move  in  and  raise  the  rent.  Fight  for  each  and 
every  thing  the  law  requires  they  give  us  as  renters, 
and  against  every  violation.  Only  in  this  way  will  we 
be  able  to  hold  them  back. 


Esto  quiere  decir  que  mientras  se  permita  la  compra 
y  venta  de  vivienda  como  si  fuera  loro  en  el  mercado, 
el  precio  seguira  subiendo  hasta  el  punto  en  que  ya  se 
nos  va  a  ser  imposible  vivir  aqui.  Un  inversionista 
compra  lo  mas  barato  posible  para  manana  vender  al 
precio  mas  alto  que  el  mercado  aguante.  Claro  que  d 
esto  se  beneficia  una  pequena  minoria  (los  bancos, 
companias  de  bienes  raices  e  speculadores)  que 
enriquecen  a  costo  de  todos  los  miembros  de  la 
comunidad  en  la  forma  de  rentas  cada  vez  mas  altas. 

Los  dias  de  un  barrio  latino  en  San  Francisco  estan 
contados  si  no  nos  mobilizamos  para  poner  un  alto  a 
esta  situacion. 

Primero:  Tenemos  que  demandar  nuestros  derechos. 
Los  inversionistas  y  companias  de  bienes  raizes 
cuentan  con  una  poblacion  pasiva,  con  gente  que  se 
van  a  dejar  pasar  por  encima. 

Nosotros  tenemos  que  pelearles  a  cada  turno.  Pelear 
cuando  nos  quieren  subir  la  renta,  cuando  nos  abusan 
y  hostigan,  cuando  se  quieren  cambiara  nuestros 


able,  although  it  varies  according  to  the  particular  item 
and  where  you  live.  A  floater  for  jewelry  costs  $.80/- 
$100  value  in  South  Dakota  and  three  times  that 
amount  in  the  Los  Angeles  area.  Specific  categories  of 
floaters  cost  the  same  statewide  in  all  states  except 
California,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  In  those  states, 

you  can  generally  expect  to  pay  more  for  floaters  if  you 
live  in  a  metropolitan  area. 

An  alternative  to  buying  a  floater  is  to  pur¬ 
chase  additional  blanket  coverage  for  a  particular 
category  of  property.  Instead  of  buying  a  floater  for  a 
specific  ring,  for  example,  you  can  raise  your  jewelry 
coverage.  But  be  aware  that  most  blanket  policies  limit 
the  amount  you  can  collect  for  any  one  item. 

Finally,  get  cost  estimates  from  several  insur¬ 
ers.  The  typical  renter’s  insurance  policy,  including 
personal  belongings  and  liability  coverage,  costs  from 
$100  to  $250  per  year.  For  that  amount,  you  can  expect 
to  get  $20,000  lo  $30,000  of  coverage  for  property  and 
$100,000  of  liability  insurance. 

The  price  depends  on  where  you  live  and  the 
company  you  choose.  Other  factors  that  affect  the 
price  include: 

•  The  amount  of  the  deductible.  The  higher 
the  deductible,  the  lower  the  premium.  You  might  save 
$50-$75  on  your  annual  insurance  cost  by  moving  up 
from  a  $250  to  a  $500  deductible. 

•  Whether  the  policy  covers  the  replacement 
cost  of  damaged  items  or  only  the  actual  cash  value  of 
insured  properly.  If  it’s  a  cash  value  policy,  you’ll  get 
reimbursed  for  what  you  paid  for  an  item,  minus 
depreciation-about  what  you’d  get  for  it  at  a  garage 
sale.  Policies  that  cover  replacement  cost  are  slightly 
more  expensive,  but  you’ll  have  fewer  arguments  with 
your  insurance  broker  if  you  make  a  claim. 
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Second:  We  must  train  ourselves  and  learn  how  to 
effectively  use  our  rights.  In  order  to  put  up  a 
community-wide  resistance  we  will  have  to  teach 
ourselves  and  our  neighbors  how  to  fight  and  how 
to  defend  ourselves. 

Third:  We  must  unite  and  organize  ourselves. 
Organization  is  our  best  weapon.  Each  of  us  alone 
cannot  possibly  put  a  stop  to  the  epidemic  of 
evictions  and  increasing  rents.  But  through  organi¬ 
zation,  we  will. 

We  of  the  St.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee  believe 
that  it  is  not  to  late  to  reverse  this  situation.  How¬ 
ever,  everything  depends  on  each  and  every  one  of 
you.  Don’t  lose  the  opportunity  to  help  yourself 
and  our  community.  Come  down  to  our  office 
where  we  will  teach  you  how  to  defend  yourself  and 
to  rally  your  neighbors. 


apartamentos  con  fin  de  desalojarnos  -  por  cada  de- 
talle  e  infraccion  de  los  derechos  que  la  ley  nos  da 
como  inquilinos. 

Segundo:  Tenemos  que  enterarnos  y  conocer  nuestros 
derechos.  Para  armar  una  resistencia  popular,  vamos 
a  tener  que  aprender  y  a  ensenar  a  nuestros  projimos 
los  derechos  que  tenemos  bajo  la  ley  y  como  usarlos. 

Tercero:  Tenemos  que  unirnos  por  medio  de  la  arma 
de  la  organization.  Individualmente  no  vamos  a 
poder  alcanzar  deterner  el  paso  de  los  desalojos  y 
alzamiento  de  rentas.  Pero  organizados  y  actuando  en 
conjunto,  si  lo  haremos. 

Nuestro  COMITE  PRO-DERECHOS  DE  VIVIE¬ 
NDA  SAN  PEDRO  creemos  que  no  es  muy  tarde  para 
salvar  la  situacion.  Pero  todo  depende  de  cada  uno  de 
Uds.  No  pierdan  la  oportunidad  de  hacer  algo  para 
Ud.  mismo  y  para  su  comunidad  latina.  Venga  a 
nuestro  comite  donde  le  podemos  ensenar  como 
defenderse  y  como  educar  a  sus  vecinos. 


